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COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRES — LINKWEST BELONGING CONFERENCE 
NATIONAL PARTY — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 

Statement 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.02 pm]: 
We have heard so much garbage tonight but I will address a couple of issues. I did go to Dowerin field days. I was 
invited to go there and I spoke to many people. I went through the display of the Department of Agriculture and 
Food, as it then was, and had several meetings with various regional development councils and others. It is true 
that I left at around two o’clock to make sure that I got to Nannup because around 30 people were about to lose 
their jobs at the end of that week and I wanted to make sure that I was there at knockoff time so I could meet with 
all those workers. I can tell Hon Martin Aldridge that we are constantly travelling around the regions and we are 
getting very, very positive feedback. Indeed, many people say to us that they prefer having Labor members in 
these portfolios because we are not tied up with this green-blue war and the agro agri-politics that has beset the 
two duelling parties. 

I also make the comment that I have absolute confidence in my parliamentary secretary, Hon Darren West. 
Hon Darren West and I have been great friends for many years. I am incredibly confident that Hon Darren West 
will be representing our position very accurately and very competently as he and Hon Laurie Graham move around 
the agricultural sector. I think they are doing an excellent job in taking our message out and bringing the message 
of the community back to us. 

I want to again reference the fraud that is the National Party. It was going to introduce a tax on the iron ore 
companies and breach the state agreement act. That was supposed to solve all the problems when, at best, it would 
get five or six National Party members in the Legislative Assembly. It was never going to be able to form 
government in its own right. Its senior coalition partner said, “It’s not going to happen. We’re not going to do it.” 
It had a fraudulent policy. Then we had exactly the same thing with the budget in the way in which royalties for 
regions was to be managed. The week before the election, in order to be able to put out a set of books that balanced, 
the Liberal Party said that it would have to move $800 million of regional matters from the consolidated fund into 
royalties for regions. That is what it was going to do. That was the pledge of the senior coalition party. 
Hon Martin Aldridge has been racing around the regions making it up, delivering policies that have no support 
from the Nationals’ senior coalition partner, and having no sense of responsibility. People know that. That is why 
the Nationals are on that side of the chamber and we are on this side. 

House adjourned at 10.07 pm 
__________ 
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